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What will the Toronto Bureau 
of Municipal Research do? 

Among other things, it will 
act as a clearing house for 
suggestions from any inter­
ested citizens as to methods 
of improving housing con­
ditions in Toronto. 

Write: 6o8 Lumsden Building, or 
Telephone : Main 420 

EFFECTIVE CITIZEN CO-OPERATION 
WHAT IS EVERYBODY' S BUSINESS aHO U LD 

BE EACH BODY'S BUSINESS 

Issued l>y the 

BUREAU OF MUNICIPAL RESEARCH 
LUMSDEN BUIL..DI NG, TORONTO 

Bulletin No. :z Ma rch IJ, 1914 , 
--·· -~- -

DO YOU CARE 
HOW THE 

OTHER FELLOW 
IS HOUSED? 
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Existing Housing Conditions 
,, People ~1,round Tor0nt o a rc c razy 

for houses . I hey a r\.! li ving d <.ntbkd up, 
treble d up, four fa milies unde r a roof." 

T o r on to , \\ 'orld, Af firc h 12, 1914. 

.. The re are 714 so ca lled lodgin g 
houses in T o ro nto , 546 o f whic h a re in 
a n overcro wded conditio n. At the time 
of a recent s urvey these buildin~s housed 
2 ,930 p e rsons in excess o f what the Publi c 
H ealth A ct pe rmits. The in crease in 
overc rowding in these buildings s ince 
last O c tobe r wa~ 1.128. Unless ode­
finite step is soon taken the con• 
sequent increase of criille and 
immorality will prove very ex• 
pensive to the city." 

Dr. Cha s . ). Ha s titiRs , M .O.H., 
M arch 11, 1914. 

ls this the cause ? 
" There is no do ubt wh atever that the 

freedom of taxa tion of vaca nt land in 
compa rison with the assessment on a ll 
improvements causes the ca pita list to 
button up his pocket a nd leave the build­
ing to be done or to be charg ed to the 
man who absolutely needs house room." 

T oronto \Vorld, March 12, 1914 

What the recent Civic Survey "" 
said: 

" If, 20 yea rs ago, Toronto ha d recog­
nized tha t the wa y to stimula te building 
was to subs idize improvements throug 
a reduction in the rate of ta xation on im­
proveme nts, it mig ht not be facing to-day 
u con d ition where the c ity ma y be forced 
to furni sh the ca pita l for provi d ing decent 
hous in lo{ conditions." 

What the Board of Health does: 

At its meetin g of March 12th, on 
motion of Controller McCarth y, the Board 
of Health constituted itself a Commission 
to stud y a nd solve the hous ing problem. 

What are the Citizens going to do 

to help the Boa rd of Hea lth solve the 
problem of furnishin g " from 10,000 t . 
20,000 families of working men" with 
suitable homes in uncongested districts 
a nd p rovid in g decent accommodation for 
"3,000 lodgers',? 


