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The Provincial Assessment Act

STORY No. 3.

Equitable assessment under the best of conditions is a
difficult business. For its successful accomplishment
highly specialized training and experience are necessary
as well as hard work and great devotion to duty.

No community has any right to expect great skill and
hard work from its employees unless it pays for great
skill and hard work. Every Assessment Commissioner
has a right to expect from the municipality a suffi-
cient number of employees of the right calibre. If the
municipality be too small to require more than one
assessor, he should receive a sufficient salary to enable
him to give the necessary time to the work.

The next page indicates what sort of salaries are
paid to assessment officials and employees and how
taxpayers accept their assessments in 20 Ontario
municipalities.




SOME ASSESSMENT FACTS FOR 20 ONTARIO MUNICIPALITIES.
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*Being increased to $1800 on October 15th, 1918,
POINTS NOTED
In seven of these municipalities there were more appeals a assessments than building assessments ; and, in four, more

appeals against building assessments than land assessments,
One city had 123 times as many appeals as another of similar

One city has over 100 times as many appeals against income assessments as had another of almost the same population, while the

latter had over three times as many appeals against building assessments as the former. In the former city 370 appeals out of 483
were granted ; while, in the other, 111 out of 234 were granted.

One city is responsible for more than half the total appeals against income assessments,
In three municipalities at least two-thirds of all the appeals wolla ag a'.t income assessments,
The greatest total number of appeals was against income assesSmgnts, and the least against business assessments.
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Queries

Are differences between municipalities in comparative
number of appeals against income assessment due to

greater activity along this line in some cities than in
others?

Is the large total number of appeals against income due

to inequitable assessment or to natural difficulties of
assessment ?

Is the small number of appeals against business assess-
ment due to general satisfaction with the business tax or to
the difficulties in the way of making a successful appeal ?

Are differences in comparative number of, appeals granted
due to differences in ability of Court of Appeal officers,
to differences in “ sweet reasonableness” between differ-
ent localities, or to differences in interpretation of thelaw?

Could not a Provincial Assessment Equalization Bureau

(or section of the Provincial Bureau of Municipal Affairs)

do much to bring about equitable assessment within

municipalities and between municipalities through an

annual provincial conference of assessors of, say, aweek's

duration, and by the issuance of a manual giving infor-

mation as to interpretation of the law, methods of

enforcement and means of arriving at equitable assess-

ments under the four different classes?

Would not such a provincial organization be of great

value in advising the government from time to time as to

desirable changes in the law?




