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The Parks Department 

Bellwooils Park Bridge. 

J'h e proper ,/ Ne/ opm ent of O/HII ai ,. spaces i 11 1chi ch re­
crer1 tion f<wilifies an proci,ded and in 1chi.ch the lf'Onders 
and 7xanties of' natnre nre broicght to the attention of' tl1e 

citizens i,s a 71rime nn·es-<ify in any large morle1·n r·ommnnity. 

Teach Us How to Play 



The Parks Department 

ORGANIZATION 

The Commissioner of Parks is the chief executive of the 

Department. He is appointed by the City Council and holds office 
at their pleasure. 'l'he present Commissioner is Charles E. 

Clrnmbers, appointed 1912. 

The Parks Committee-composed of nine members, one alder­

man from each ward and one controller-is appointed yea rly by 

t he City Counci l. 'l'his Committee meets every alternate Tuesday 

at 4 P.:M. It co11frrs with t he Commissioner, deals with Parks 

management and affai rs gene rally, and reports to the Board of 

Control. 

'l'he general orgallization of the Department is show11 below, 

in graphic form. '!'he aYerage number of employees in the 

Department is Rbout 300. 

This chart supplied through courtesy of the Parks Dc111. 

GENERAL 
'l'he system of parks in 'l'oronto, comprising 47 park areas and 19 

playgrounds, i1; designed to fill the di\·ersified needs of the city at large and 
the particular 11eeds, as far as possible, of each local section . The present 
area ot' public parks is ] ,$69.21 acres, -t-07.3-t- of whicl1 is water area. High 
Park is the largest, being 315 acr('S in extent. 'fhNe arc about 335• pe rsons 
to each park acre. 

Iu 1919 the estimated expenditure by the Department for General 
Maintenance is $281,622. 'l'his is 58c per capita, or an annual maintenance 
cost per park acre of $15 1.00. 

'l'he present value of parks and playground land is estimated at 
$13,9-t?.,857. 'L'he expe llditure to date for the acquisition of par)< lands 
amounts to *2,;~95, 122. 

ACTIVITIES 
Recreat ion 

'l'o give tllc growiug citizens opportunities fo r hcalth[ul exercise is 
olle ot'. the iil·st aims of the Department. 'J'o this ellCl, 1 10 acres of the 
park area have been de\·oted to athletic grounds. 'l'hii·ly-one baseball 
d iamonds, 25 football a11d 3 laerosse fields, 7 cricket creases, 106 tennis 
court s, aucl 8 bowling gr('('11s, a:-. well as 32 skati11g rinks, 27 hockey rinks, 
-l toboggan and 8 mi11iat11rc s li cks are maintained thereon. In addition, 
the re are 11 equipped 1rncl supervised playgrounds, with an area of 12.75 
acres, also 7 supcrYised playgrounds in public school areas, and l which is 
the propert,\· of the Y.M.U.A .1 all maintained by the Department. These 
necessitate the employment of 102 supervisors, and an expenditure this 
year of $55,352. 'l'he bathing places at Kew Beach, Centre ] slancl and 
Han lan 's Point also come under the Parks: Department, ancl their main­
tenance will cost the Department *7,500 th is year. 

Zoological Collection 
At Ri\'erdale Park, High Park and the I sland, a large collection of 

animals, birds, water-fowl, fish and rept iles are on exh"ihition. making it 
possible fo r the citizens, you ng and old, to view the animal life not alone 
of our irnmeuse conti11e 11 t, but also of many distant lands. 'L'o feed and 
kee p healthy this C'ollecti011 and to add to its extent comes withi~1 the 
acti,· iti('S of 1he Depart111e11t. '!'he ('Sfirnclted expenditmc for zoological 
gardens is t20,858 for 1919. 

Horticulture 
'l'he Parks Department is responsible for the floral decoration of all 

parks, police stations and fire-halls within the city. and, in the course of the 
spri1ig bedding 011t1 213,1!)-t- plants. propagated in the departmental greC'11-
honses, were used in this work. Shrubs and evergreens to the 11111nber of 
approx..imately 20,000 were also plauted in the rnrious parks and squares. 
It i1; the policy of t he Departmcut to work towards the reasonahle rcplace­
tuent of the aml\lal plauts generally used for bedding with hardy a11d semi­
hardy plants of more permanent rharil<:t<'r. the ehoir('r \·arif'fi('!- of ,·n11ifrr..; 

-population 4!19.~21, A™'sso15· fiitnre5. 19111. 



and shrubbery. There are in the parks about 800 fl ower beds of variornl 
designs. At present there are 42 gardeners employed. 

Forestry ( Street Trees) 
The thousands of shade trees on .the boulevards and streets are under 

the care of the Department, and many thonsands of new ones are set out 
each year. These have to be pruned and sprayed annually, and require a 
great deal of care. In 1918, 137,657 trees were given attention, and the . 
cost of this in 1919 is estimated at $38,302. 'rhe Department has been very 
active in its fight with the tussock moth, and has met with considerable 
success. 

It is interesting to note that lately legislation has been secured giving 
the ciiy absolute control of the trees upon its streets. It will thus be 
possible to carry out a complete plan of str eet tree improvement. 'l'he 
early acquisition of a city nursery farm for the propagation of street trees 
is intended. 

Music 
A se ries of 56 Band Concerts has been arranged to take place in the 

variouR parks this summer. The benefit and pleasure to be derived from 
this forn1 of community enter ta inment would be hard to est ima te. 

Park Extension 
The general park development scheme of 'l'oronto contemplates a 

requirement of aJYprox ima te ly 500 acres of add it ional park lands. 

In addit ion, a bouleva rd encirclin g the city ,rnd ha vin g a total length 
of 33.67 miles is planned. A portion of the right-of-way of this boulevard 
has already been promised, free of cost to the city, and during the year 
considerable progress ,l'ill be made to,rard the carry ing out of the whole 
improvement. 

Our Pa rk s a hound in many such delip:h1ful scenes. Are you familiar wi1h tlwm ? 





Estimated Expenditures for Parks and Exhibition, 191 </ 

E xpe nditures t o be Paid Out of Personal Services 
Other Del)t AM OUNTS (Salaries and 

General Funds Wages) Expenditures* Charges 

Maintenance of Parks .. $6 r 5,729 30 $316,2 I 2.00 $103,542.00 $195,975 30 

Permanent Improvements 35,411l.oo 12,791.00 22,627.00 

Special Exhibition Acct. 14 1,872,44 17,617.00 35,266.73 88,988.7 I 

Total. . $793,019.74 $346,620.00 $161,435-73 $284,964.0 I 

* "Other Expenditures" are made up as follows: 
Services Other Than Personal, $24,993 ;. Heat, Light and Power, $15,346; Supplies 
Other Than Heat, Light and Power, $75,717; Upkeep and Depreciation of 
Structures and Equipment, $43,655; Unclassified, $1,724.73. 

In addition, the following amounts are being spent by the Depart­
ment of Property: 

Lighting Parks and Island ... 
Conducting Bath ing Stations . 

$15,050.00 
32,661.00 $47,71 1.00 

The following is the Estimated Revenue other than Taxation for the 
Parks Department for 1919: 

Rental of Park Property.. $ 880.00 
Checking Rentals 7,500.00 
Canadian National Exhibition - Excess of 

Receipts over direct operating expenses 35,000.00 $43,380 00 

To develop an apprC'ciat ion of the beautiful; 

To keep, with dwellerf.i in crowded com1nunities, the 
J,nowle<lge that nature is wonderfu l and bou n tiful; 

To fill a natural craving not satisfied with the narrow 
limits of bricks and mortor; 

To aid in h ealth, through I) l'Oper recreation; 

In fact, t..o atlcn1pt to keep even the develop1nent of 
n1an's many -sided nature-

These are some of the functior:1,sof tho Parks Dcparltnent. 
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