Citizen Control of the Citizen’s Business

TORONTO'S CITIZENS CAN CONTROL 1ORONTO'S AFFAIRS ONLY ‘
THROUGH FREQUENT, PROMPT, ACCURATE AND PERTINENT INFOR-
MATION WITH REGARD TO TORONTO'S BUBINESS
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Civic Financial Control

STORY No. 4

The results of operation of the City as a single
business operated in the interests of the stock-
holders i.e., the taxpayers and citizens from
1917 to 1926—compiled from previous numbers
in this series.

These operations are:

1. The operation of the regular civic and educa-
tional services.

o

The operation of the municipally owned
public service enterprises not operated under
‘ separate appointive Commissions or Boards.

3. The operation of municipally owned public
service enterprises operated by appointive
Commissions or Boards.




Below are presented the results of the operation of the three types of
service for the decade 1917-1926.

In the first column is shown the difference between the cost of ordinary
public welfare services and the revenues available to meet it from taxation
and incidental revenue other than taxation, but not including surplus
revenue from public service enterprises. (See page 4, Story No. 2.) The
apparent deficiencies are due to the exclusion from ordinary revenue

of the surpluses from waterworks operation, etc.

The second column shows the combined results of the operation from
the standpoint of the City of the Civic Abattoir, the Civic Waterworks,
the Toronto Housing Commission, the Canadian National Exhibition,
the Livestock Arena, and during the first of the decade, the former
Civic Car Lines, as all of these undertakings have figured in the annual

estimates and have affected taxation. (See page 2, Story No. 2))

The third column gives the results of the operations of the Toronto
Hydro-Electric Commission, the Toronto Transportation Commission, the
Board of Harbour Commissioners, all appointive bodies, and of the
Radials operated until recently for the City by the Ontario Hydro-
Electric Power Commission. None of these up to the end of 1926
affected taxation either by reducing or increasing it. In succeeding
years the estimates made provision for deficits on the Harbour and
Radials as well as the Ferries, a step which in the interest of the
taxpayers and citizens should have been taken long ago. At the
present time, however, the City of Toronto, as a going concern, in-
cluding all its activities, is operating on a balanced budget, so that no
longer can interest pile up on unpaid deficits and so that the citizens
and taxpayers can get from the civic estimates and annual financial

statement a fair idea of the City's actual current condition,
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It will be noticed

That there was a surplus on total operations as late as 1922

That the average deficit for 1923-1926 was $1,198,391, and that there

fore the City, as a joint business enterprisc, was running behind that
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6. In 1927 and 1928 there were surpluses over all, and the estimates 101
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will. end with a conservative surplus
The City. therefore, has established the princ iple for all civic operations
|

which it has followed since 1914 in all operations under the City Council

and elective Boards, viz
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