Citizen Control of the Citizen’s Business
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TORONTO'S CITIZENS CAN CONTROL TORONTO'S AFFAIRS ONLY

THROUGH FREQUENT, PROMPT, ACCURATE AND PERTINENT INFOR-
MATION WITH REGARD TO TORONTO'S BUSINESS.

ISSUED BY THE

137 WELLINGTON ST. WEST TELEPHONE ELGIN 1904

White Paper No. 173

Tebruary Sth, 1932

TORONTO GROWS

Story No. 3

The 1932 City Budget
must, as in the past, be balanced.

The future growth of Toronto will be affected
according as the balance is affected by
Expanding Taxation
or
Contracting Expenditure.




SOME FINANCIAL FACTS#**

A.
GROWTH OF ESTIMATED AND BUDGETED ORDINARY CURRENT EXPENDITURES, 1916-1931

I.

(Not including Public Utilities—other than Deficits—or Ratepayers’ Share of Local Improvements)
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#*¥Based on the Annual Budget analysis of the Bureau published since 1914.

t payments on harbour debt etc.

* Including expenditures out of educational grants etc.

** Including debt charges on radial debt, intere:

x Based on approximate average for year.

1916-1930

GROWTH, INCLUDING SCHOOLS, OF MUNICIPAL DEBT (not reduced to 1916 Dollars as much is Repayable in United States Funds)

II.
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Per Cap
$151.23

133.85
148.56
129.32
299.79
263.17

Total

498
264
542
789
040
053

83

$94
93
81
188
165

$142.77
116.91
157.23
139.20
300.00
256.11

Total

440
679
979
799
419
478

007 -
575

65
87
167
142

$79

Per Cap
$140.20

98.53

108.54
96.44

248.74
194.97

Total

89

252
057
751
954
003

7
51
56
50
130
101

1916

Total

Per Cap

49.38

$155.49
112.75
56.72
212.21
162.13

554
185
367
389
921
7

7

871
51
26
22
7

1 Debt

icipa

Mun

ebt less Sinking Funds. ..

s Total Debt**. .. ............c....
6. Total Debt less Sinking Funds..........

3. Gross Public Utility and Special Debt*** -

4. Public Utility D

2. General Debt less Sinking Funds. .......
5. Gros

1. Gross General Debt*. .. ... .............

*#%% Not including Local Improvement.

#% Not including Guaranteed Debt.

* Including all Local Improvement Debt.

'ON FINANCIAL FACTS

1916 1921 1926 1931

| 567 2111 G5 Ta) - A 460,526 522,666 556,691 627,231
Number of Names on Voting Lists....... 137,917 171,507 278,579 311,682
Estimated number of individual voters... 91,945 114,338 185,719 207,788
Votes Cast for Mayor ................. 38,447 59,932 86,366 114,887
Estimated Number of 1926 1930
Employees Paid out of Full Ave. No.on Total| Full Ave. No.on Total

Civic Revenues Time Part Time Time  Part Time

(Approx.) (Approx.)
only

Municipal............. 4,748 1,203 6,401 || 5,106 1,749 6,855
Educational®..... ... ... 3,478 ? 3,478 || 3,850 260 4,140

Total.............. 8,226 1,203 9,429 8,956 2,039 10,995

The total number of full time employees of the City and all its Boards and Commissions
in 1930 was over 14,900. The total average number of part time and temporary employees
was, say, 2,100, making total average personnel establishment of 17,000, with an aggregate
payroll of over $29,000,000.

COMMENT

1. The Bureau has no information as to the increase in incomes
of the taxpayers during 1921, 1926 and 1931 over those of 1916. The tax
burden, however, may be gauged by unpaid current taxes and arrears
of taxes, which together, as of December 31st, 1931, amount to over
$8,000,000. As set forth in the recent report of the Commissioner of
Finance the percentage of current levy unpaid, as of December 31st, 1931,
is the highest in five years at least, and the percentage of arrears the
highest in four years. It is to be noted that according to the report of
the Assessment Commissioner, the number of people with sufficient
income to be returned on the rolls by the assessors was 10.9% less in
1931 than in 1930, and that the total income assessment returned in 1931
was 3% less than the corresponding figure in 1930. If this is representa-
tive of the taxpayers as a whole, there were fewer people able to pay
taxes in 1931 than in 1930, and those who could pay taxes had decreased
tax paying ability. Whether or not this condition has carried over into
1932, the Bureau cannot say.

2. Tt is evident that if the taxes are to be cut down for the next
year, regard must be had to something more than curtailing capital
expenditures. Such curtailment is absolutely necessary, but cannot
affect appreciably current expenditure until the decreased debt charges
begin to make themselves felt,

*Including the Public Library.



3. It is evident that the number of electors not personally interested
in civic expenditures, which still forms by far the larger part of the
electorate, must vote in increasing numbers if those who supply the
funds are to exert on the elective spending bodies an influence in pro-
portion to their numbers.

4. It is to be noted that the per capita net general debt (borne by
taxation) has gone up in sixteen years from $112.75 to $133.85. During
the same period, on the basis of the 1916 dollar, the per capita estimated
expenditure has gone up from $32.48 to $49.39. A good way to encourage
new industries and business to locate in the city, and already established
industries and businesses to expand, and thus increase employment in
the city, a good way to retain residents who own their own homes OT
pay income taxes, a good way to increase the reservoir out of which
taxes are paid, is to reduce to a minimum consistent with the efficiency
of essential services, the expenditure for local government and therefore
of local taxation. Is it consistent or even intelligent partially tO
neutralize, or make more difficult, the work of the Industrial Commis-
sion, to which the city votes $25,000 annually, by making it harder by
say $1,000,000 annually, for new industries to come into the city or old
industries to expand,




