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QUERIES

In the light of the Following

and other facts, the following questions, among others, present them-
selves to thoughtful taxpayers:

Including Direct

Could reductions have been made in current expenditures and tax-
ation more in line with the reduced texpaying ability of the
citizens?

+
Does issuing bonds to meet current expenditures reduce current
expenditures?

Should civic reports show all current expenditures as current ex-
penditures, and should any resulting deficit be disclosed in such
reports?

How can current expenditures be compared from year to year unless
compiled on the same basis of classification of accounts?

—

How can the City, the City Council or the citizens and taxpayers
know in what way the corporation is going unless civic reports
disclose all the facts just as they are?

How can the current expenditure be properly controlled unless all
concerned have all the pertinent facts in their true setting?

Eventually - why not now?

A thorough examination of all municipal and school departmeéts
supported by taxation as %o the size of the staffs required, to
the end that all may know that no departments are overstaffed and
none understaffed.

Thorough Examinations of the administrative organization of the
City and of the Board of Education to determine whether or nbt
simple and more co-ordinated organizations for both are possible
and if so what direct and indirect benefits would accrue to fthe
citizen and taxpayer.




SOME _ PERTINENT _ FACTS
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Reversion to the practice of including net unemployment relief
expenditures and all other current expenditures in the civic
current estimates, to the end that real balanced budgets may be
re-established or the true estimated deficit on revenue expense
(current) account disclosed.

years ahead, subject to annual revision, and forecasting of cur-
rent revenues and expenditures including debt charges and works
projected in the five-year capital budget.

What Brings Out the Vote

_i Scandal? Then there ought to be a large vote on Jan. lst, 1935.
& use, or rather lack of use, of the municipal franchise in Toronto
3 well as elsewhere is & first-rate scandal.

Proposed Spectacular Expenditure? If so, there ought to be a huge
ote on Jan. 1lst, 1935. The proposed expenditure on current account
ut of taxes, incidental revenues, and the proceeds of debentures
sued to pay for food and clothing may not fall far short of
37,000,000. This is 5 or 6 millions more than one-third of the
al net general debt of the city or almost $60 per person, man,
men and child, or $300 for a family of five. This would buy a §35
uit for everyone in a family of five, and possibly a radio and a
ashing machine every year. (What e sale!) Of course in taxes one
uys services more essential and more valuable than these, but pos-
bly this way of putting it may help one to get an idea of the ex-
enditure on civic services. In any event, money saved in producing
ity services would enable citizens to buy more radios, washing

mean improved industry, more industry means more employment and
e employment means more ability to pay taxes.

_Fight? Well there should be a fight. No excuse is needed. There's
reason,

Planning of capital expenditures and improvements at least five . "

hines, electric refrigerations, etc., etc., etc. That is, lightex’. .
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Out of almost §40,000 individual votes which might have been ca
controllers in 1934, less than 296,000 were cast.

Out of about 595,000 votes which might have been cast for alde
only a few more than 176,000 were actually cast.

Out of about 209,000 votes which might have been cast for Mayor,
than 105,000 were actually cast.

It has been suggested that people do not vote because they do
enough or because they know too much about the candidates. In
event, one begins to vote not when he gives his name and addres
the polling clerk, but when he begins to assure himself long be
the election day that there will be people standing for office ¢
whom he can conscientiously and enthusiastically vote.
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The Bureau of MudiETpaI~ Researchr ry—oI
independent, non-partisan agency, carried
on in the interests of all taxpayers, and
citizens by voluntary contributions of
some citizens. Naturally it receives, and
can receive no support from governmental
or municipal sources. It ascertains facts
as to municipal government, analyzes
these facts, and presents the results to
the general public, along with construc-
tive suggestions based on the facts. It
backs no candidates, recommends ne one
for civic appointment, and has no axe %o
grind other than that of those who use
and directly® or indirectly pay for, the
cost of municipal services.
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