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POLICE STORY No. 1

THE TREND OF DEVELOPMENT IN
POLICE ADMINISTRATION

THE MOTHER OF BRITISH POLICE ORGANIZATIONS

The following paragraph from the 1934 Report of the Metropolitan Police, London,
England, describes succinctly what has been happening in every progressive police juris-
diction in the civilized world:

"“When New Scotland Yard was built, police duties were of a simple and straight-
forward character as compared with the present day. There were no motor cars
and practically no traffic laws; the work in connection with the prevention and detection
of crime was not directed and supervised centrally to the extent that it is to-day;
finger prints had not been introduced and criminal records were only beginning to be
developed; and the whole of the present system of communications was in its infancy,
There is no branch of police work that has not in the last forty years become immensely
more complicated, more subject to central control and supervision and more scientific,

. Each department must have its own group of experts and specialists, and every new
development involves more and more central supervision."'

MECHANICAL AIDS

. “Turning from personal to mechanical aids, the most important development
during the year is the improvement of the wireless organization.”

In Toronto, 1936 marked the beginning of radio police organization, While for
some years, the police estimates had contained items for signal service, it was not till
1929, that the police estimates provided for a modern *‘Patrol and Signal System, including
trunking telephones and teletype systems”. The item was for $635,807 and the work
was completed within two* years and, although a capital expenditure leaving behind a
physical asset which could properly be shown on a balance sheet, was paid entirely out
of current funds—a sound policy unfortunately at present *‘more honoured in the breach
than in the observance”.

*Page 48, Annual Report, Commissioner of Finunce, 1930
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STRENGTHENING FORCE WITHOUT INCREASING
NUMBERS

‘It has been found possible in spite of the growth
of the residential area of the Metropolitan Police District
to strengthen the force without augmenting its numbers
by (1) improving mechanical aids and transport; (2)’
reducing extraneous duties to the minimum; (3) re-
distributing man powér according to changing needs
of localities; (4) developing the use of cycle patrols .
and (5) improving organization and supervision’, (Page
20 1934 Report, Metropolitan Police Commissioner,
London, England).

Such a record is quite impossible unless the manage-
ment is entirely untrammelled by local or other political
considerations and undisturbed by partisan or personal
friction. Efficiency of no function of local administra-
tion is so sensitive to untoward influences as the police
function but unquestioned police efficiency is vital to
community well-being.

There is of course a limit to the effect of increased a
efficient equipment in preventing growth of personnel. Th:!
comes a time when both are needed. Where there is stringency

of funds a choice is necessary. The result of such a choice is .
extremely important to the citizens of any city.




