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On Jenuary first next we will choose 59 men
and women to control our loeal municipal and edu-
cational affairs -- or we will let others do the
choosing for us, There were over 318,000 names on

the voting list last year and approxinatelz 130,000
persons voted., There is, of course, some uplication
on the list, baut it is probable that not over 47
persons ao%nally voted out of 100 who might vote,

It may be that some abstained from voting
becanse they had no confidence in or knowledge of
the ocandidates offering, This may be an exouse, but,
it is no reason, Any citizen of Toronto who apprec-
jates the situation should be seized with the necessity
of getting candidates to offer whom they do know and
in whom they have confidence,. Even ohoioo of the
least of two evils is better than nothing. A vote of
200,000 on January first might well be the beginning
of better things, It would exercise a salutary influ-
ence on those elected, who might regard the unprecedented
vote as an earnest of inoreasing oitizen interest,6 and
it would tend to encourage a larger pumber of good osndi-
dates to offer their services in future contests., Surely
the oitizens of this graat oity will not confess themselves
entirely helpless to improve the quality of ewr local
gov ernment o

These are some of the reasons why 511 citizens
should be interested: Jw 1 LJ, /’éd"w

1. The oity's statu}ﬁfy borrowing margin on Ded.
Z1st, 1936, will/be the lowest in twelve years,

in raoti hardly more than one-sixth of what 1
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The net general debenture debt, that is the part of e
the total debenture debt which is a first charge on /'
the general tax levy and general current revenue at

the end of 1934 was largor than it has been in a

decade and over 17 million dollars more than it was

in 1929 at the beginning of the depression, an increase

of in five years,

The total debenture debt affecting taxation has ine
ereased by over 24 million dollars or over 26.4% im- 29 éZq—""a-/ﬁ,
the-same _peried,

Phe general)tax levy for 1936 exceeded that of 1929

“ by more than 4 million dollars or over 13%, If

all ocurrent relief expenditure leav behind no

balance sheet assets had been budgeted for in the
current budget as they were in 1932 and previous

years, the real inorease in estimated expenditure
for 1935 would have been shown,

Since 1932, when the funding of net direct relief
ui::uturu began, the ocurrent budget has been un-
balanced by varying amounts due to funding net current
expenditure on direot relief, other than serviocing
goste, non-gontributing items, ete, The 1935 budget
is unbalanced by at least £2,542,876, being the
estimated smount to be funded -- less relief debt
charges included in the current budget,

The 0ity is faced in the near future by huge ocapital ]
expenditures for sewage disposal, and should consider
the demand for slum clearance thich may require further
large ocapital expenditures,

The eity is spending during 1936 on the secale of $61.51
per person -- man, woman, youth, child, infant -« or
about $260 per family. fhe services whioh the expendi-
tures purchase are large in extent and fundamental in
importance. No family, business or undertaking in Toronto
counld oarry on without them, From the standpoint of the
size of the expenditures and the importance of the
services they purchase, the ocitizen must be interested
if he is properly to proteot his interests, human and
financial, Are you satisfied with these conditions?

If pot, why not seleot and vote for candidates who also
think that action rather than talk is needed? If one
has voted, one has at least & moral right to oriticise.
If one has not voted, one has the right to suffer in
8ilence or "take it apd like it",
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