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VOTING

Citizens of Toronto!

The Corporation of the City of Toronto is a cooperative
venture to obtaln for us as citizens, services which we could not as well
or as cheaply obtain individually. BEach year it spends (with the School
Boards) almost $45 million not including the public utilities operated by
commissions. It produces therefore, such servicu° as police protection
and crime prevention, fire protection and fire prevention, street clean-
ing, garbage collection and incineration, protection of public health
(including food and milk inspection), education, recreation and help for
the "under-privileged"; it provides our sewers and sewage disposal, water,
streets and sidewalks; and we pay the bill, either directly or indirectly,
as taxpayers.

As a cltizen of Toronto, you will have on January lst. a
clear opportunity to express your will and make it effective so far as
the Government of this city is concerned. Once the polls have closed,
the city's business is entrusted to the representatives elected by your
vote and mine, stimulated by personal contacts or letters from interested
citizens throughout the year. Our interest in civic affairs and our in-
fluence on legislation should not stop on January 1lst., Nevertheless
nomination and voting are the first basic responsibilities of citizenship.

The vote is an inalienable right, won by centuries of
triving and sacrifice. It is the hall-mark of a true democracy, and any
in terference whatever with the liberty of the individual in recording his
personal choice or decision strikes at the foundations of freedom. It is
equally true that if the citlzen on whom such a privilege is conferred
neglects to cast his ballot, he is ignoring one of the first principles of
democracy. In Toronto today, the greatest interference with the use of
the ballot lies in the apathy of many of the citizens, The citizen must
not complein if his interests are adversely affected by \l-.:\:':s'i ms which he
could in some degree have influenced by his vote, and by activ
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and informed interest in civic affairs. In fact, .11 tory shows that
the franchise i1s not exercised it 1is ‘ill-il‘;‘.tlgl_‘-,-' 1o:




No man would think of dispensing with the manifold

‘i‘y althot g] many

an individual accepts them as uncon-
if city services were to stop for

it, would cease.

es rendered by the local authorit
that Provincial and Dominion servi
f\"‘ m

a
&

s
o
0]
e o
O O
| =
(]
-

extent. The
It spends
his represents

.
ard + 50
" 8 uh c,,.f.,,'\,:\)

e ad +
civic election only 36% of the poss-

'iinunt or even impertinent questions

mber 17th, 1947.

"
y [ o i

over 259 were cast for Controllers,
held, only slightly more than 26
an alderman and slightly less for

s annually Q%;,(QJ,CC? of the

d bestir themselves in selecting

welp selecting candldates. Perhaps
too late to choose betwes can-
selected ‘h~"LH1'GS. It

¥

Yours respectfully,
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