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ghould the Assessment Departme

:
pe Placed Under a Commission?

After several months spent in yreparation and cleaning
house, the Assessment Denartment has begun the imnortant task of
reassessing all Torontc properties. As owner OTr tenant, you
have nrobably by now received aend filled out one of their
questionnaire forms. A much mores scientific appraisal of your
property 1is promised., Some assessments will be increased,
sthers reduced, in an effort to bring greater equity to all.

the 30ard of Control, was the appointment of a Board of
ors, intended to help raise the efficiency of the Assessment

Department. Its members were the Assessment Commissioner and two
men selected from outside the Department. Last fall the Commission-
er retired and was replaced by one of the other Board memoers.

This has left a two man Board--the Chalrman and the present Comm-
{ssioner. Jt 1is an open question which man is in charge of the

reassessment job.

The changes began last year. One important move sponsored Dby
;\3
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commission Control Proposed

The Board of Control may SooOn seek legislation at ueen's ark to
give the 3oard of Assessors the powers of a commission. What wpull
this mean? The 3oard of control and Council would voluntarily be
giving up imuedlate responsibility for the Assessment Department's
operations, aside from approving its budget. The Board of AssessS-
ors would take over, and also, in place of the central Forscgno%

gection, they might take on resnonsibility for hiring, classifying

and promoting the staff.

- b

From reports already given to the press it seems nuite plain that
assessment reform was padly needed. But is creatton of commission
control going to help? As long as the Board of Control is the
executive committee, will administration be improved by removing

one city department rrom {ts immediate supervision.
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r d the over-all job should

Gy &t
very member of rouncil.
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pportunity (a) to
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officiazls have already offered the
, the property owner will have a D«

pub
ter

-4
ct

E his property 1s assesssed, and (b) to

1 sessment which he considers bl
d, a h te on some properties ma be

been stated that T ssment 1s not belng u

in an increase in totel t&xes through the be

should hold thelr renresentatives to these a

s y should not exert influence TC

0 a fairer deal to all taxpayers.

vours respectfully,
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