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METRO COUNCIL REVIEWS TTC QUESTION

In October of 1960 the Metropolitan Council, after long and fierce debate, reached
agreement on a series of recommendations for the re-constitution of the Toronto
Transit Commission, Briefly, Council's recommendations were:

to remove the incumbent commissioners from office as of December 31, 1960

to appoint a 5-member commission to hold office for a period of threc ycars =
one of the five to be a member of the Metro Council

that commissioners should be appointed by the lietro Council and cculd be
removed on the rccommendation of the Executive Committec and a 3/4 vote
of the full Council

that the Metropolitan Corporation be permitted to make gapital grants to TTIC

that lletro Auditors be given access to the books of the TTC and rcport back
to lictro Counciloe

A request for provincial legislation to this c¢ffect was made on October 1 ; 1960,

The Province, however, failed to act on the reccommendation ancd the issuc was re=-
opened last Friday at a special mecting of the Fetropolitan Council, ‘he derree

and manncr of control the Council should excreisc over the Commission were discussed
in rclation to the possibility of the introduction of a single fare structure and/or
Metropclitan subsidies to the system. 1In this light, scvoral Councillors feclt the
problem ccould be more properly discussed when Ccouncil is considering the waole

rcnlm of metropolitan responsibilities and the lMotro structurc,

Out cof this mecting camc only one roquest = that the Motropolitan Corporation be
t1lowed te contribute to the current as well 1s capital costs of the TTC, Sign-
ificant ~c this request may be, it is only onc aspect of the whole picturc,

It is obviocus that we have not heard the last of the TTC, The Bure~u has already
cexpresscd its views in its bulletin of Scptember 20, 1960 and does net feoel the
gituntion has changed sufficiontly to Justify a sccond study at this timec. W

would sugrest that our rcaders rovicw our statement on "The Future of the TTC"

when 7iving consideration to the subject in the months te come, Alsc reclevant is

our bulletin "Terms of Reference for Appointed ikmbers of Loeal Boards and

Commissions",
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PEEL COUNTY LOTKS A'EAD

In the last few years Ontario's county system of local governmcnt hoo come
in fcr scarching rcappraisal, Many obscrvers insist that scricus changes
arc incvitable,

Fecl County, westorn neiphbcur of lietropolitan Torontc, has uncertakcn

prcliminary sclf-cxamination, The muniéipalitiesin the southern part of

Fcel Ccunty, namely Toronto Township, Port Crodit, Strocotsville, Branmptcn

and the Townships of Toronto Ceore and Chinguacousy, arc all beccming

rclatively heavily populated. Various prepesals have come forth for rcerg-
ynizatien of the southern municipalities; some of thc prcposals cnvisage

the withdrawalfrom the County cf all or part of the south, But the scccssion

cf many of the urban municipalitics would wreck the Ccunty's financicl strue-
turc., 62% of Fecl's "Asscssment for General Purposes" (1960) is lccated in

Te-cntc Township, and another 16% in the Tcwn of Brampton., If Pecl County

is te romain in cxistence, the southern municipalitics nust continuc as
ccnstitucnt members.

In this framc of rcference, thc Pcel County Council has coeided tc toke an
cymloratery lock this summer at the future,

Whatever happens in Pcel County will coubtless influcnce future recorganizations
" of local government in Ontaric, Peel's prcblems arc bound to recur clscwherc,
Feel's situation is pcrhaps more acute than most at prascnty to give cne
cxa ple, Torentc Tcwnship is now the most populcus township in ntario outside
cf lictro, Socner or later, hewever, other areis will have tc facc thc same
difficuvlties,
Th- scalc of Pecl County's problem is not necarly sc grent as that of the
prcblcms that lcd to the crecation of the .lunicipality of lletropclitan
Tor-ntc cipht voars age, but therc is a kinship. Last autumn this cffice
studicd in somc dcpth the affairs of Torcnte Township. In the cnsuing
recport wo emphasizcd the concopt of tho Lake Ontario Shere Urban Belt,
an arca that bepins on the ecast around Hc wmanville and extcnds through lietro
to the scuth and west of Mamilton, Throughout this lake-based region indust-
rial development and population prowth arc straining the absorptivce capacity
and the flexibility of our instituticns of government,

The closc relationships existing betweon dotre and Pczl County arc rccognized
by thc inclusion in the lMetropclitan Toronto Planning irea of four cf
County's municipalitics -- Port Credit, [troctsvilloe and the Townships cf
Toronte and Toronto Gore,

For these reascns, the Burcau will be watehing events in Pecel County.




