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THE DEVELOPMENT OF "URBAN INDICATORS"

This News Brief represents an attempt to develop a series of "urban indica-
tors" for the Province of Ontario. Several statistical sources were used,
and from them were selected those elements which were thought relevant as
direct or indirect indicators of the degree of urbanization of Ontario.

To place these indicators in perspective, the figures were set beside their
totals for Canada and Ontario's percentages of these nation-wide totals

were calculated. If any single figure is basic to a comparative evaluation
and/or to the placing of other percentages in their proper perspective, that
figure would be Ontario's 38.0% share of Canada's urban population.

"Urban population" is defined rather liberally by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics as including all cities, towns and villages of 1,000 or more

. population, whether or not incorporated, plus the urbanized fringes of census
metropolitan and other large urban areas and the urbanized fringes of certain
smaller cities where the city and fringe totalled 10,000 or more persons.
As thus defined, Ontario is the most urbanized province. Figures for 1961
were: Ontario--77.2% urban; Quebec--74.3%; British Columbia--72.5%;
Manitoba--63.9%; Alberta--63.3%; Nova Scotia--54.4%; Newfoundland--50.7%;
New Brunswick--U46.5%; Saskatchewan--43.0%; and Prince Edward Island--32.3%.

It is important to point out that these indicators are quantitative measures
only. This limitation presents no problem with items measured in numbers

of people or dollars. It becomes significant, however, with respect to such
entries as daily newspapers, book publishers, branch banks, and museums and
art galleries, where the units vary widely in individual size and scope but
must be given equal weight in the statistics.

0f greater utility and pertinence would be statistics for these and other
urban indicators on the basis of Census Metropolitan Areas. Unfortunately,
such data, although being expanded by D.B.S., are currently restricted to a
small number of items including consumer price indices, crime, and some
aspects of housing. In the absence of reliable data on this basis, those
seeking to compare the Toronto Metropolitan Area (not to be confused with
the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto, which is smaller) with that of
Montreal, or Edmonton with Calgary, etec., must resort to questionable sta-
tistical manipulation.

. This attempt at development of urban indicators on a provice-wide basis,
especially if refined and expanded, might prove of limited value until Census
Metropolitan Area data are developed on an inclusive range of items.
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